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The Conquest of Residual Qing Army on the Peipo People in Central 

Eastern Taiwan in 1896

Jih-Daw Pan∗

Abstract

Defeated by the Japanese Empire in the Sino-Japanese War in 1894, the Qing 

Empire ceded Taiwan and its neighboring islands to Japan as the result of the 

Shimonoseki Treaty (1895). However, the take-over process did not go well. 

Japanese did not enter Tainan City until the end of October 1895, just a few 

months before landing at Puyuma in Eastern Taiwan on May 25th, 1896. 

During the alternation of government, the Peipo People in Central Eastern 

Taiwan were attacked by the residual Qing army after the Lunar New Year of 1896. 

The conquest burned across many Peipo’s villages including Koan-im-soa  church

 and Chioh-pâi church . This study will focus on the 

motivation and action of Qing’s conquest on the Peipos by reviewing literatures as 

well as historical documents. 

Due to the lack of enough supplies and supports from the mainland during the 

Sino-Japanese War, the Qing armies (in Eastern Taiwan) did unreasonable 

extortion on local Peipo villages and tribes, and further resulted in the Dazhuang

T a- chng  Incident . In addition, since the Christians in Southern 

Taiwan leaded the Japanese armies against Qing while entering Tainan City, the 

Qing armies (of Eastern Taiwan) forestalled the Peipo People before these civilians 

make any action. 

The conquest started around the 5th day after the Lunar New Year in 1896 and 

lasted for several months. Except of Kong- po  and T a- chng  who 

surrendered a payment of 1,500 and 2,500 tael, respectively, the rest of Peipo tribes 
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were burned. Those Peipo People who lost their villages ran to Hengchun

for Japanese’s protection and they also helped Japanese army to against the Qing 

Empire during the later wars.

Keywords: Eastern Taiwan, the Peipo People, Presbyterian Church, The Qing 

Empire, The Japanese Empire  

 


