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The Production and Meaning Transition of Tobacco and Japanese 

Immigrant Heritage in Fonglin Township 

Han-shiou Chen
∗

Abstract

This paper exams the ways in which local heritage is produced and transited in 

the contemporary rural township by focusing on tobacco heritage and Japanese 

immigrant village legacy in Fonglin, a rural township in eastern Taiwan. Fonglin 

was a thriving town where residents involved into tobacco and sugar industry, but 

those industries declined and Fonglin became a place with an aging population and 

out-migration. Since 2002, Fonglin township office worked with local third sectors 

to set up community empowerment projects by conserving their local culture 

heritage and improving tourist environment, in order to achieve local revitalization. 

Heritage is always in the becoming, the meaning and value of Fonglin’s tobacco and 

Japanese heritage changed in the last ten years because of the politics of scale 

between national policy, local authorities and local people, the marginalisation of the 

broad context of Taiwan’s tobacco industry, and pursuing the value of Cittaslow. 

This paper explores how people in Fonglin work across different scales and territory 

to connect themselves with history, memory and cultural legacy to build the diverse 

meaning of their local heritage.  

Keywords: Fonglin town, Tobacco heritage, Japanese immigrant village heritage 
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