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The February 28 Incident in Taitung
Chun-ying Wu”*

Abstract

Although the February 28 incident did not cause great turmoil in Taitung, the
situation was tense due to very few troops and county officials. The crowd
surrounded Hsieh Chen’s official residence on March 3. Under the protection of the
aborigines, Hsieh Chen left Peinan Township and then fled to Chulu mountain.
Meanwhile, Hsieh Chen asked Chen Chen-Tsung, the chairman of Taitung County
Council to tie up the loose ends. The locally elected people’s representatives,
businessmen and local gentry established the Taitung Resolution Committee for the
February 28 Incident to maintain the social order on 4 March. Because Chen
Chen-Tsung refused the youths’ proposal for participating the battle in Chiayi, the
youths were upset and disappointed. The intelligence agents also incited the youths
to oppose Chen. Chen was seen as a moderate in the Committee. He decided to leave
and contact the aborigines to help Hsieh control the uprising.

There are three reasons why the situation had returned to normal quickly. First,
Hsieh Chen transferred the rifles at the police station to Chengkung and Kuanshan
Township in advance. So most rifles were not taken over by the crowd. In addition,
Hsieh followed the no shooting order from The Administration of Taiwan Provincial
authority in Taipei. Second, the youth parties and policemen still maintained the
social order. The members of Committee tried to contact Hsieh Chen and requested
the mayor return to work. Third, Hsieh Chen got a good hold of Taitung aborigines’
movements throughout Chen Chen-tsung, Ma Chih-li, Wang Teng-ke who were
acquainted with the aborigines. It was not happened that the aborigines and the Hans
resisted the authority together, on the contrary Taitung city was surrounded and

stressed by the aborigines.

* Assistant Researcher, Academia Historica ; PhD candidate, Department of History, National Taiwan University
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Afterwards, Hsieh Chen arrested the staff at Taitung, Chengkung, and Dawu
Weather Bureau and Taitung Broadcast Station, who were charged with inciting
people to rebel. But Hsieh Chen did not arrest the members of the Committee and
the local people living in Chengkung, Kuanshan and Taimali Township. When the
Nationalist army stationed in Taitung and took the operation of Countryside
Clean-up in April, Liu Feng-i, Taitung branch director of KMT provided the name
list of the Committee members to the military. So the main Committee members and
local people who involved in the incident were successively arrested by the military.
They were sent to Hualien District Court or Professional Discipline Corps. The
majority of the people were forced to be trained at Professional Discipline Corps.
Including the time of former detention and training, the people trained at
Professional Discipline Corps were released within six months. The others on trial
could get a light sentence if they appealed to a higher court. But the families of the
accused might spend a lot of money and efforts to save their relatives.

In the incident, there were no people killed by the military and the police. Only
one teacher form Fujian named Ou Yang Jhao-you was unfortunately killed by an
aboriginal inhabitant in a state of information chaos. Otherwise, the local gentry in
Taitung were astonished by the indiscriminate arrests and killing the Chang Chi-lang
and his sons in Fenglin Township, Hualien. Hsieh Chen resigned as mayor in
September 1947 but that had absolutely nothing to do with his role in the February
28 Incident. The reason why Hsieh Chen quit was due to Wei Tao-ming’s decision.
Wei Tao-ming, the first governor of Taiwan Provincial Government wanted to

replace Hsieh Chen who belonged to the Chen Yi’s faction with Taiwanese.

Keywords: Hsieh Chen, Chen Chen-Tsung, Ma Chih-li, aborigines, Chengkung

Township, Kuanshan Township, Taimali Township
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