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A Historical Survey of the Memorial Spaces in “Green Island the 

Prison Island” 

Ruei-Ci Chen∗, Tsung-Yi Pan∗∗

Abstract

This article aims to make contribution to the historical studies of the White Terror 

in post-war Taiwan by exploring the on-going changing, multiple significance of the 

memorial spaces in the Green Island Human Rights Culture Park from the 

perspective of the dialectical relationship between memorial space and memory 

making based on the analysis and interpretation of oral interviews and memoirs of 

diverse social groups such as the political victims, the military guards, and the 

residents. Through the lens of multiple understanding of these memorial spaces, the 

Green Island Human Rights Culture Park and “Green Island the Prison Island” as a 

whole are able to be seen as the traumatic land of the political victims, depressing 

ages of the military guards as well as the common life communityof the residents 

over time. In conclusion, this article enables the people in Taiwan and the world to 

closely and deeply look into how the tears of the political dissidents in the White 

Terror period and the sweat of the people in post-war Taiwan together composed the 

variation of the historical memories of the time behind the simplified image of 

Green Island represented in the song “Green Island Serenade.” 
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