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The Historical Memory of Kavalan Tuk 

I-Chun Chen∗

Abstract

Canoe was once an important transportation for the indigenous peoples in 

Taiwan. In Ching Dynasty, it was recorded as “monga” in early documents. However, 

what is its connection with the Kavalan, the indigenous people of Ilan, is the main 

discussion of this essay. By conducting investigation of Kavalan canoe, namely tuk, 

this essay attempts to examine how the Kavalan use the historical documents along 

with oral history to develop their social memory. It also reveals that canoe and its 

related culture are not merely the re-invention of Kavalan tradition. Moreover, it is 

the collective social memory of the Kavalan toward their ethnic identification. Thus, 

the re-invention of Kavalan canoe, tuk, will reach the ultimate goal for the Kavalan 

to re-assert their distinctive culture and ethnicity.   

Keywords: Kavalan, canoe, historical memory 
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