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The Functioning of the Supply Office of Dong Army during the Battle 

of Dakekan in Late-Qing Taiwan 1891-1892

Fu-san Huang

Abstract

The Battle of Dakekan in 1891-1892was crucial in the policy of Aboriginal 

Pacification of Governor Liu Ming-chuan. After publishing my article,“ The 

Logistics of the Battle of Dakekan as Led by General Lin Chao-dong: the 

Transportation Bureau of the Dong Army ”, the author is to deal with a further 

issue of the Functioning of the Supply Office of Dong Army for reinforcement. 

This article is to deal with some relevant issues: the origin of the Supply Office of 

the Dong Army, the human resources and bases of the office, the communications 

and supply lines, the functioning of the office and the front units.   

The main conclusions are as follows: 

General Lin Chodong, following the model the Huai Army of Li Hong-hang, 

set up the Supply Office of the Dong Army at Ahmuping after he conducted the 

Battle of Dakekan in 1891-1892. His organization of logistics is: the Supply Office 

applied to the Provisions Office ( ) and the Transportation Bureau 

( ) for provisions, including salaries, arms and daily doods. About 

the supply routes, apart from the transportation line of Dansui River, the most 

significant one was the uses of railway as well as telegraph. The article proves that 

the railway lines between Keelung and Taipei and then Xinzhu had been used prior 

to the Month 10 in Year 17 of Guang Xu , 1891 , instead of Year 18 

1892 or Year 19 of Guang Xu 1893  as generally narrated in the present 

publications. From time to time Lin Cha-dong and other officers made use of it, 

which offered three services daily to and fro.  
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The proper division of work with efficient functions of the logistics units 

helped  Lin Chaodong greatly complete his mission in the Battle of Dakekan 

within 4 months.  

Keywords: Lin Chodong, Supply Office of Dong Army, Provisions Office of Dong 

Army( ), Transportation Bureau of Dong Army

, ,Dakekan, Ahmuping, Railway, Telegraph  

 


