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The Flow of Knowledge and Network in Taihoku High School and 

Taihoku Imperial University—A Case Stusy of Keigai Sebe

Su-ying Ou∗

Abstract

  Taihoku High School and Taihoku Imperial University were both higher 

educational institution in Taiwan under Japanese era. Taihoku High School was the 

only one which system was between high school and university, and its graduates 

can be admitted to Taihoku Imperial University or other imperial universities in 

Japan. Taihoku Imperial University was the only comprehensive university in 

Taiwan for high schools, preparatory courses in college and vocational schools 

students, and high school students were prior when application was more than 

admission. Which means these two schools were hierarchical and relate closely in 

human resources. This article aims on articulate the differences of these two 

schools in the flow of knowledge and network, and the features of teaching and 

research by taking the chemical teacher Keigai Sebe who had ever teach both there 

for example. 

  Based on initial studies, Keigai Sebe was enthusiastic at teaching. In addition 

to establishing the students' basic scholarship, he attracted quite a few pupils to 

such fields as science, engineering and agriculture, among whom were a few 

Taiwanese students, like Kuan Pan and Yao-Tan Lin, who majored in chemistry 

and distinguished themselves after World War . They were under the mentorship 

of YuBianhui in Taihoku High School, who is thus said to have nurtured numerous 

elites. In scholarship, Keigai Sebe had ever researched with Kinzo Kafuku and 

Tetsuo Nozoe in chemistry of plants and essential oils in Taiwan. Research 

achievements and foundation from prewar era contribute to chemistry research 

National Taiwan University in natural and chemical field a lot. 
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