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A Town-level Academy : The Establishment and Operation
of Wujiang Academy of Jinmen in Qing Dynasty

Zhong-han Lee*

Abstract

The history of Wujiang Academy can be divided into three
stages. (1) 1735 to 1774 - administered by local government, limited
both in scale and budget. (2) 1775 to 1820 : administered by local
elites and supervised by local government. In this stage, not only local
gentries, but also local elites (mainly merchants) played important
roles in the development of local academy. Local elites Huang Rushi
and Xu Xingjian were the most active. But the traditional model
of academy field seems did not work well. (3) 1821 to 1904 -
commercialization of the academy income, mainly composed of loans
to merchants and shop rent, seems to work well, and provided stable

income to the academy until 1904.

Keywords : Wujiang Academy, town-level academy, local elites,

gentries, commercialization.
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