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Bring glory to the family and ancestors

— a reserach on imperial recognition and virtues plaques

perserved in ancestral temples of Qionglin community in Kinmen

Zhi-Xiang Zhang*

Chien-wei Lee **

Abstract

Chinese imperial recognition plaques awarded under imperial
examination are important research sources for studying family
evolution. They were preserved substantially in ancestral temples.
Qionglin residential community in Kinmen where was a place still
conserving the overall historical community appearance, preserved
in their ancestral temples the recognition plaques, not only beacause
these plaques were highly valued by the family but also they represent
symbols of high cultural consciousness of the family. However, along
the history, reproductions or imitations occurred and could even
be traced back to Qing Dynasty. Besides, constant reproductions
and imitations lead to an inconsistency between genuine plaques
and reworking ones in terms of the writer’s name and the year of
inscription on the plaques.

In view of this inconsistency, this research attempts to
recongnize the genuine year of these plaques; besides, earlier historical
documents relating to these recognition plaques or the budget for
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manufacturing them helps us to study on the writer’s name, inscription
writing and the issue of reproducibility. Some plaques are used as
examples in our research for interpreting the inscriptions and analyzing
their historical meaning. Reproducibility is an issue that draws our
attention on the variance of writing. It's not just a matter to distinguish
the genuie plaques from the reproductions but also this research allows
us to discover the social and cultural factors behind the reproduction
and repairing.

The Tsai family of Qionglin community in Kinmen valued
these imperial plaques through the ages, which did not merely reflect
a historical consciousness to preserve the historical articles from
their ancestors but rather by repairing them the family condensed
their consensus which were also chances to identify their own family
among others. So these reasons explain their motivation to repair and
reproduce the imperial plaques. On the other hand, the importance
of these imperial plaques is that the interpretation of the inscriptions
on the plaques relates to the political, social and cultrual history; for
example, solely in view of the implication of these plaques with the
imperial examination scheme during Ming and Qing Dynasties, it is
found that these plaques provide proofs to historical documents and
also complement these historical records.

Keywords : Kinmen, Qionglin settlements, plaque, imperial
recognition, clan
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