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Migration Network and Cultural Landscape of the 

Translocal Chinese Hometown in Modern Quemoy

Bo-wei  Chiang *

Abstract

Since the 18th century, many young people in Quemoy（also 

named Kinmen） migrated to some port cities  in Southeast Asia and 

to Nagasaki and Kobe in Japan. They  settled down in these foreign 

places and transplanted their folk culture there.  These overseas 

Chinese accordingly developed tangible or intangible multifaceted 

culture in the strange lands.  Along the way,  some of them became 

rich and remitted money to their hometown to take care  of their 

family or build mansions.  Some also made significant contribution 

to the public affairs including charity, education and industrial 

growth. The overseas Chinese  were therefore a key force in the 

modernization process affecting the political, economical, cultural, 

social and environmental  development,  and consequently created a 

most abundant and diverse cultural landscape in the translocal Chinese 

hometown. 

The paper will focus on  Quemoy and discuss the formation 

of migration network in 19th to middle 20th century, analyze the 

influence on material culture as a result of overseas remittance and 
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understand the cultural landscape in the translocal Chinese hometown. 

First, the paper deals with the characteristic of migration network 

and local society before 1949. Next, the paper trys to understand 

the social practice of families of overseas Chinese who belong to a 

“diasporic community” by studying the vernacular building, shrine 

and temple built with overseas Chinese remittance, and at the same 

time discusses the cultural meaning of “Yang-lou”, a hybrid cultural 

form of bungalow constructed in 1910s-30s. Furthermore, the paper 

analyzes issues on modern social imagination and practice affecting 

translocal Chinese hometown, including education, local politics, 

industrial growth, public hygiene, environment etc.   so as to have a 

deep understanding of the social-cultural influence of the overseas 

Chinese in their hometown.  In other words, the paper points out a 

historical process of early glocalization in Quemoy and the values of 

the translocal Chinese heritage as a kind of cultural landscape. Finally, 

as a case study, the paper provides some theoretical thinking to the 

study of local society in south China.

Keywords  the overseas Chinese, the Translocal Chinese Hometown, 

diasporic community, cultural landscape, Quemoy


