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The Junk Trade between Lieyu and Fujian in the 

Mr. Lin Tien-chu

Yu-jui  Lin*

Abstract

Based on interviews with Mr. Lin Tien-chu, this paper investigates 

commercial intercourse between Lieyu in Taiwan with Amoy 

[Xiamen] and Zhangzhou in Fujian in the 1920s and 1930s; as 

well as the operation of trade vessels and the measures adopted in 

the event of piracy. Lieyu primarily traded peanuts and oysters for 

daily commodities, rice and other necessities of life from Fujian. In 

contrast to the brisk trade with Fujian, Lieyu’s trade with Jinmen, 

which consisted of similar items but at higher prices, was relatively 

to friends and relatives. Moreover, the small size of Lieyu boats made 

dealings with Taiwan.  In 1937, with the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese 

War, the Imperial Japanese Army occupied Lieyu and prohibited free 

trade with other areas. 
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