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Community Construction Work and Local
Administrative Agency Township Office :
The Observation in Chihshang Township

Yu-ju Lai *
Abstract

Community construction/development is a familiar term and
concept to many in Taiwan. In 1994, the Taiwan Central Government
announced the launch of the “Comprehensive Community
Development Project” and has since rolled out a series of supporting
policies to facilitate the implementation of the project. This research
brings Chihshang Township, in Taitung County, under the lens to
discuss the relationship between community construction work and
local administrative agencies, such as township offices, from 1994
to 2017. Specially, this research notes that the Chihshang Township
Office makes good use of the resources brought by “Chihshang
RiceoR™ to facilitate and enhance local community construction work.

Based on the Xiangzhi of Chihshang Township (published
in 2001) and the community work reports of Chihshang Township
Office during the period of 2002-2017, this paper aims to examine the
community construction work undertaken in Chihshang Township for
the past more than 20 years. Notwithstanding the fact that the township
office had limited influence over local community construction work
conducted by the central governing authorities, Chihshang Township

*  Postdoctoral Fellow, Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica
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Office had successfully overcome the challenges and leverage on its
resources to push ahead with community construction work at the
township-level. This paper believes that the case study of community
construction work in Chihshang Township would be helpful in
addressing some of the issues that arise in the discussion on the role of
township offices in local community construction work.

Keywords : Community Construction Work, Chihshang Township
Office, Chihshang Rice
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