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An Inquiry into the Dispute of the War Insurance Claims in
Taiwan (1945-1957)

Zheng Zong Huang*

Abstract

The purpose of this article was to answer why the War Insurance
Claims could be the first case disbursed by the government of the
Republic of China (Taiwan) among various debts that Japan owed
after the Second World War. In order to answer the question, it was
necessary to know the characteristics of the War Insurance, the core
i1ssues of the dispute, the stakeholders in the dispute and their actions,
how the proposal of the claims payment was formed. This article
restructured the facts of the dispute and answered above-mentioned
questions by using lots of primary sources such as Taiwan Provincial

Office Files and Taiwan Provincial Council Files.

The results of the study showed that the War Insurance was a
policy-based insurance operated by commercial insurance companies
and supported by the Japanese government, and both profits and
losses of the insurance belonged to the government. That’s why the
Taiwanese government wasn’t liable to pay the claims although it took
over all commercial insurance companies after the Second World War.
At the early stage of postwar period, insurance companies continued

to pay the claims by financing from the Bank of Taiwan with the

*  Graduate Student of Department of History, National Chung Hsing University.
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Japanese government’s credit. However, they stopped paying it when
the Taiwanese government banned the claims payment, which implied
that some damaged policyholders couldn’t receive the claims they
deserved. For this situation, the Taiwanese government announced
that it would ask the Japanese government to pay the claims, but the
former wasn’t proactive enough to fulfill its promise. As a result, the
damaged policyholders who did not receive the claims made appeals
and petitions to fight for their rights. Among these, The Association for
the War Insurance Claims is the most representative. The Association’s
perseverant efforts were the key reason why the Taiwanese government
finally decided to pay the claims; additionally, it was worth noticing
that the support of then chairman of Taiwan Province, Yen Chia-Kan,

also played an important role in this case..

Keywords : War Insurance, the Association for the War Insurance
Claims, the debts Japan owed after the Second World War,
The Article 3 of Treaty of Peace between the Republic of
China and Japan.
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