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From the Hidden Atayal to the Representation of Subjectivity: 

Twentieth Century 

Chien-jung Hung*

Abstract

This paper attempts to analyze the description, interpretation 

and attitude toward the Mncyaq group of the indigenous Atayal people 

under the modern nations’ vision through the different gazetteers of 

of the ideology of the ruling class and the historical view of the 

Han ethnic group, the Mncyaq group which resisted the invasion of 

Japanese and was forced to move from the Sanchiaoyung mountain 

area to the Jiaobanshan mountain area, was endowed with the savage 

and violent image of Atayal or generally subsumed into the Msbtunux 

in the gazetteers contexts, so as to lose their subjectivity and visibility. 

After the 21th century, along with the autonomy movements of the 

indigenous peoples and the rise of the revival consciousness of tribal 

culture, the gazetteers texts which focus on the position of subjectivity 

of the Mncyaq group and other indigenous peoples have been 

gradually brewed out. The Mncyaq people’s armed anti-movement 

during the Japanese rule and the appeal of return to the Sanxia 

homeland during the post-war period, as well as the experience of the 

* Professor, Department of History, National Taipei University.



116

70 2

tribal elites that were been purged and persecuted by the government 

of the Republic of China during the white Terror period, have become 

during this period

Keywords studies in gazetteers, Sanchiaoyung, Jiaobanshan, Atayal, 

Mncaq Group, history of indigenous people


