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Cross-Border Flows and Construct Interpretation—The Tokyo

National Museum’s Artifacts from the Botan Tribe Incident
Tsai Cheng-Hao*

Abstract

Taiwan’s ethnological research and collection, cross-border
artifacts flow, and processes of museum collection and display are
deeply related to foreign intervention. Quite a few of Taiwan’s
ethnological specimens have travelled across borders and over the seas
along with the processes of interactions and developments between
colonies, empires, and scientism in the world. They can be referred to
as the outcomes of complex interactions between regional history and
people. Inside Japan’s most representative public museum—Tokyo
National Museum, there is a collection of about sixty artifacts from
the Botan Tribe Incident. While the quantity is limited, the collection
remains an important witness of the incident and the indigenous
Paiwan people’s material culture. It can also be perceived as the
starting point for Japan to recognize and display “others.” Although
this was not the first outflow of ethnological artifacts for Taiwan, this
process in 1874 can serve as an example of Japan’s early attempts to

get to know Taiwan.
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