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The Image of the Time: Lin Tianzhu's Development
as a Folk Painter

Su-fen Lin*

Su-hsiu Lin**
Abstract

Lin Tianzhu (1914-1998) was a folk painter in Lieyu Township,
Jinmen County. His works mainly consist of temple wall paintings,
calligraphy and clay sculpture, forming an important historical
heritage of this area. Over Lin’s lifetime this area passed through
dramatic political, social and economic changes, with the restricted
wartime atmosphere on the island of Lie Yu, or Little Kinmen, and
its sensitive political status. Despite these restrictions and the lack
of a teacher, he pursued his personal interest, studied diligently, and
established a local tradition of painting. The creative process, ocontent
and style of his works represent an era that is important to document
and better understand. This article describes the local characteristics
and historical significance of his paintings to demonstrate the artistic
accomplishments and value of his work. From this, we can better
understand Lin’s role in the cultural development of Lieyu from the
1970’s through the 1990’s.

Keywords - Lin Tianzhu, Lieyu, Kinmen, Temple Wall Painting
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