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A Microcosm of History: The Relationship between Ethic Groups

and Families from Puli’s Funeral Custom
Huang Ping-ying*

Abstract

Due to rapid societal changes, genenal (traditional) cemeteries
in Taiwan are facing severe impcats, and many disappear in the
future. The folk culture related to the cemeteries may subsequently
vanish. Therefore, there is an urgent need to survey and research the
aforementioned cemeteries. Otherwise, it would a big loss to Taiwan’s
society.

Puli is a rather isolated mountain city with multiethnic groups,
and is significant in the history of Taiwan’s development. This paper
had taken the public cemeteries in Puli Township, Nantou County
as the research object, conducted massive fieldwork, collected
related documents, utilized the household registers from the period
of Japanese Rule. This paper first gives an overview of the public
cemeteries of Puli Township, including a brief history, burial sites
remembered of by the local elderly, and the public cemeteries on Ailan
Plateau where the Bazai culture is mostly preserved; secondly takes the
tombs of three families as examples to explain the complicated family
history; thirdly discusses the tomb types and reasons for construction

of Yixing (families with different surnames) and shuangxing (families

*  Assistant Research Fellow » College of Hakka Studies > National Central University
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ith double surnames) from the perspective of Han patrilineality.
hrough the foregoing channels, timely documentation and research,
he author attempts to explain the heritage of Puli public cemeteries, a

ink to historical change research.

eywords : public cemeteries, Puli, cementary culture, tomb.
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