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A Jail beyond the Prison Walls:
The Monitoring Mechanism on Political Prisoners and their

Families in the White Terror
Chen, Yu-Chi*

Abstract

Much research on political incident after 1945 has been done
with the collection and declassification of political archives. However,
most of previous studies focused on specific cases. Some studies which
indicate the procedures deal only with the period before political
prisoners were released from prison. With the archives of Kaohsiung
City Police Department, this paper aims at how government monitored
political prisoners and their family members in the White Terror.
The targets of surveillance were political prisoners when they were
released from prison and their family members when they were in
jail. KMT government even monitored the family members of Taiwan
independence supporters overseas.

This paper presents that after Taiwan Garrison Command
approved surveillance programs, local Police Department carried them
out. Then police from local police stations were responsible for close
surveillance. They had to submit reports regularly or irregularly. The
reports show the key points of surveillance programs. In addition,

informant plays an important role in surveillance program, too.

*  Ph.D. student > Graduate Institute of Taiwan History » National Chengchi University.
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Therefore, when the government implements transitional justice
policy, it is important to reveal these informants in order to clarify the
responsibility.

Finally, when it comes to the collection of political archives,
archives in local police department, in National Police Agency, in
Taiwan Garrison Command, and in National Security Bureau should

all be involved.

Keywords : Taiwan Garrison Command, National Police Agency,
Police Department, Volunteer (Informant), Transitional

Justice, Political Archives.
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