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A Historical Study of Lin Daw-sheng’s Aboriginal Music

Composition
Chiang Hui-Chen*

Abstract

Lin Daw-sheng is an important music educator and composer
in Taiwan. Ever since the 1980s, he has been dedicated to collecting
aboriginal songs, folktales, and the composition of aboriginal
art music. In 2012, he was awarded the Hualien County Cultural
Promotion Special Contribution Award, affirming his achievements in
preserving and promoting traditional aboriginal culture and music.

Through biographical studies, this paper aims to understand
Lin’s creative process and experiences as a non-aboriginal composer
of aboriginal music. The first-hand materials involved within the study
include interviews with Lin, his own notes, as well as words and music
written by him. Other literatures such as journal papers and media
reports were also consulted.

Lin Daw-sheng's career in creating aboriginal music can be
generally divided into three stages: Prior to the teaching position at Yu-
Shan Theological College and Seminary in 1984, he only sporadically
created vocal and instrumental pieces; Due to needs of teaching
materials, his aboriginal music between 1984 and 2002 reached

peak years in terms of quantity — mainly choral works, they were the

*  Master of Taiwan and Regional Studies Department, National Dong Hwa University.
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result of field work lead by his students into their tribes to collect
songs and folktales, the rising awareness of Taiwan identity, and the
government’s educational policy to incorporate indigenous knowledge
into Taiwan’s junior high and elementary school curriculums; After
Lin retired in 2002, he focused on instrumental pieces and moved
towards art music, the style of which resembles symphonic poems —
based on oral tribal mythology and folk music, these “tonal narrations”
tell full-length stories of aboriginal culture.

Lin Daw-sheng is one of the few musicians who has collected
and preserved aboriginal folk songs and oral mythology by
anthropological means. He devoted himself into the promotion of
ethnic culture, expanded the audience of aboriginal music as well
as its ways of expression through education and performances. His
compositions contain a strong sense of care for humanity and emotions
for his homeland, solidifying his position in the history of Taiwanese

music.

Keywords : Lin Daw-sheng, Aboriginal music
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