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Abstract

Toponyms are important cultural heritages which reflect 

geography
 history or culture for a place and have significant values 

for research and practical application.  During the past two decades
 

a number of government organizations have involved with the 

development of Taiwan’s national geographical names database. 

In 1993
 the Historical Research Commission of Taiwan Province 

initiated a ground survey of place names
 resulting to the publication 

of a series of Taiwan Gazetteer. As a follow-up commissioned by 

the Ministry of Interior
 the Academia Sinica started to establish a 

geographical names database in 2000. Currently
 this database has 

more than 170
000 records. 

However
 the on-going development of this database is facing 

two challenges: (1) varying data sources and recording methods 

adopted by different organizations; and (2) the switch from analog 



261

to digital technology in recent decades. Therefore
 there are certain 

difficulties to use this database in GIS research and education. In 

this paper
 we first reviewed the development of Taiwan’s national 

geographical names database at different phases and examined the data 

quality of the existing database. Further  we proposed a few strategies 

to improve the data quality and put them into practice by examples. 

geographical names database as well as to its wider use in future. 

Keywords place names
 gazetteer
 place-names survey
 spatial 

information.
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