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A  Study of the County Magistrate Gao Hong-fei’s Achievement in 

Changhua County during the Occupation of the Qing Dynasty

Su,Shu-fen*1

Abstract

Gao Hong-fei (1797-1853), who was from Yangzhou, Jiangsu, 

used to bear the name as child prodigy when he was at a young age 

with a virtuous and sincere personality. He was known for his poetry-

making when he was nine. When he was forty-six, he passed the 

imperial examination and became the jinshi. In 1848, he was sent 

to Taiwan and assigned as the county magistrate for three times. 

He cared about the lives of the Taiwanese, thus he built the second 

foundling home/orphanage in Taiwan, which sheltered female abandon 

babies/children. Meanwhile, he also focused a lot on the education—

he not only hired great/famous teachers to teach but also taught as a 

lecturer in Baisha Academy. Furthermore, he paid great attention on 

to prevent any disaster. In 1853, year of Xiang Feng, Li Shi and other 

people started the mass uprising with the slogan “Xinghan Mieman”. 

Gao tried to put down the uprising and sent the troops in a hurry, 

which caused him fall into the trap from the enemy. Though Gao tried 

and died in somewhere else. 

Keywords Gao Hong-fei, Changhua county magistrate, foundling 

home/orphanage.



76

70 4


