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The Vanished Cradle of Lacquer Art:
Rise and Fall of Taichung Craft Vocational School (1945-1947)

Hsu Shih-Rong*

Abstract

Taichung Shiyakusho started the “Taichung Craft Learning
School” in 1928 and engaged Mr. Yamanaka as the principal under the
Japanese rule. This is the beginning of modern lacquer art education in
Taiwan. Mr. Yamanaka developed an unique makie, called Houraikuri,
which was integrated Taiwanese specail elements into the makie
works, became the most iconic products to Taichung during Japanese
ruled period. He leaded Taichung Craft Learning School (had been
renamed to Taichung Craft Vocational School) and cultivated lots of
Taiwanese lacquer art talents.

Following the takeover of Taiwan Provincial Executive Office,
Mr. Yamanaka had to hand out his life work. Besides, Taichung Craft
Vocational School was renamed repeatedly. It had been named Jianguo
Industrial Vocational School in the end. While the student movement
in 1946, Xie Xue-hong took up the post of principal. After Xie took
up the post, the 228 Incident took place in Taiwan. Xie was accused of
betraying KMT and the country, and then Taiwan Provincial Executive
Office ordered that Taichung Craft Vocational School be dismissed
immediately.

As the years passed, the Imformations of this issues, like oral

*  Associate Professor/Chair, Department of Regional and Social Development, National Taichung University of Education.
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history and collective memories, blurred or faded away and became
different from the truth. This study reclarified the reason for the school
renaming and the truth of the school’s dissolution by the official
documents of the former Taichung City Government, found that two
problems caused the dissolution of Taichung Craft Vocational School.
Pricipal Su Tian-qi abstained at first, then he didn’t let the power of
school management go, Jianguo Industrial Vocational School was
caught in a dilemma. Besides, the offical policy had some problems,
too. The department of education of Taiwan Provincial Executive
Office grabbed all the power, the cases for changing the school’s name
were remanded over again. Moreover, Taichung City Government
showed dodge on these businesses. After the student movement broke
out, the government still didn’t deal with the movement. When the
movement came close to end, the 228 Incident broke out then. After
all, this cradle of lacquer art in Taichung were forgotten by people
gradually.

Keywords - Yamanaka Tadasu, 228 Incident, Xie Xue-hong, Taichung
Craft Vocational School, Jianguo Industrial Vocational
School.
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