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The Continuation and Variation of Cognate Memory:
Studies on the Type of Legend about Baosheng Dadi Brotherhood

in Taoziyuan, Kaohsiung

LUO,JING-WEN*

Abstract

Baosheng Dady is the most popular deity among all the medical
related religions in Taiwan. It is believed that the faith in Baosheng
Dadi is so efficacious and having numerous of legend story about
this belief. There are one remarkable legend story talking about the
"brotherly" kinship between the gods of Baosheng Dadi, either within
the same temple or between temples. This kind of fictive kinship
between gods mainly originated from the pioneers as they brought the
doppelganger, the tangible double of gods’ status and emigrated from
their home countries. Furthermore, it also derived from the spirit-
division of the gods from the original temple to be re-enshrined in the
new temple due to the settlement transformation and development.
Those Baosheng Dadi temples which claim to have brotherhood
relationships are mostly related to its mutual origins or companionship.
However, their relationship has become more complex as time
goes by. With the purpose of showing the rich features of Baosheng

Dadi’s belief, this research is focusing on observing the significance

*  Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Sun Yat-sen University.
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of cognate legend story to partnership temple, and effects on the
interaction between temples through the various legend story about

brotherhood in Taoziyuan Kaohsiung.

Keywords * Taoziyuan in Kaohsiung, Baosheng Dadi, Religious
mythology, Fictive kinship
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