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附錄一　高雄州紀元二千六百年奉祝體育大會一覽
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The study of Takao prefecture commemorative athletic meeting 

for the 2600th of Kigen Year during the Japanese colonial era.

Hsiang-Pin Chin*1

Abstract

During the wartime in 1940, it was also the 2600th year of the 

imperial era. This particular historical timing provided an unique 

opportunity for the country, city, village and community group in 

Takao prefecture to host athletic meetings and summon up the local 

citizens to participate sporting events. The purposes of these events 

all carried the connotation of worshiping the Emperor of Japan and 

the purpose of physique improvement. Meanwhile, the opening, 

closing ceremonies or the selected sports categories all reflect that 

sporting events serve as a tool in examining the mental and physical 

training results of the colonized people and local groups, and indicated 

the school centered mechanism in conducting social control and 

mobilization. The sporting events became a stage for the colonized 

people to pledge their loyalty to the Great Empire of Japan, which was 

manipulated, shaped and imbued by the colonizer behind the curtain. 

Meanwhile, from the devotion of athletes and active participation of 

local people into such events, the rarely seen joyfulness and temporary 
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getaway time during the war was found. Such scene indicated only 

if the sports activity itself can attract and motivate the people to 

participate, such strategy wouldn’t be in effect during wartime. 

Keywords Japanese Colonial Era, Extraordinary Time, Imperial 

Citizen, Athletic Meeting, Physique Improvement
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