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The Study of Pingtung City March 4th Incident ,1947

Ka-Tik Tan*

Abstract

In Taiwan on February 28th 1947,a incident occurred that had
far-reaching, violent effects. Although Pingtung City was not an area
of major conflict, the political elites of Pingtung were nonetheless
significantly affected. This paper clarifies the effects of the February
28th incident on Pingtung City, including the number of casualties, the
attitudes of political elites, and details of the consequent Great Purge.
The specific impact on the political circle of Pingtung City is also

elucidated.

In Pingtung City, it was not until March 4th that conflicts broke
out. Compared with areas such as Taipei, Kaohsiung, Chiayi, and
Keelung, the number of casualties and victims was relatively small.
This i1s because there was a smaller police presence in Pingtung, with

many local elite supporting or participating in the government.

However, February 28th 1947 still exerted a long-term impact
on the politics of Pingtung City. Many of the political elites pulled out

*  Ph.D student, Graduate Institute of Taiwan History , National Chengchi Unversity.
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of politics. This caused a gap that effectively eliminated oppositio

forces and consolidated the rule of the KMT government.

Keywords - February 28 Incident * March 4th Incident * Pingtun
City.
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