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 The Lin Casting Family in Fuzhou Lianzhai and Its Works in 

Modern Times Investigation between Taiwan and Southeast Asia

Chien-wei Lee*1

Abstract

A large number of Cantonese and Han Chinese from the 

provinces of Fujian and Guangdong moved to Taiwan since Qing 

Dynasty; thus they brought with them from their homeland their faith 

and religious artifacts. At that time, metal casting development was 

still immature in Taiwan so a lot of religious metal casting products 

on a large scale were custom-made from the southeastern regions of 

China. Due to high threshold for this making technique and high price 

of the products, a donor, as the products were mostly religion related, 

was often willing to inscribe some information on these metal casting 

particularly from these inscriptions knowing more about the making 

year and the foundry locations. We notice that among these metal 

casting products made in Qing Dynasty, there was a foundry from 

a Lin family, located in Lian Zhai Village, Gulou District, Fuzhou 

province of China. Based on field research, we found that Taiwan 

has reserved many artifacts made by the foundry of Lin family in 

Lian Zhai and their products even exported to Nanyang (Chinese 

communities in Southeastern Asia), which fact reveals that Lian Zhai 
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formed a unique casting center in the late Qing Dynasty. Whereas 

with a lukewarm view of faith and a dramatic change of the types of 

warfare, these metal casting craftsmen withdrew gradually from the 

stage in the second half of the 20th century.

The aim of the research was through Lian Zhai metal casting 

artifacts to identify the craftsmen of Lin family, to clarify the active 

age of the foundry and to discuss more about sales distribution and 

metal working methods. There were a variety of metal casting products 

of Lin family including Brahma bells, incense burners and also 

artillery, according to the inscriptions that we collected from these cast 

the early products by Lin family were metal cast for religious products 

but later replaced by artillery casting after the 22th year of Emperor 

Daoguang (1842). The reflection behind was that Qing Dynasty due 

to Sino-British Opium War was in an enormous need of weapons 

demand. Besides, Qing Dynasty realized that it was important for the 

country to strengthen their own artillery casting technology so as to 

counter the western powers. It was reasonable under this context of 

history why Lin family which originally focused on making Brahma 

bells, a category of religious related products, eventually turned to 

weapons casting.

Further compared to the Lian Zhai artifact products found in 

Nanyang, whether in Indonesia or Malaysia, Brahma bells accounted 

for a large proportion. The inscribed Brahma belles were mostly found 

in Chinese temples, such as in north Sumatra, Lampung and central 
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Java of Indonesia while in Malaysia, most were found in Penang and 

some in Malacca. It is worth notice after the end of Qing Dynasty no 

order from Taiwan for Lian Zhai products. One of the reasons might be 

that the Nanyang Chinese were not likely to order artillery products; 

on the other hand, as China was defeated in the Sino-Japan War while 

Taiwan was subsequently incorporated into Japanese rules in the 21st 

year of Emperor Guangxu (1895), from then on the orders of Brahma 

belles were turned to Japan.

Keywords Fuzhou Lian Zhai, Lin Family, Brahma Bell, Artillery, 

Nanyang.
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