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Hayasaka Ichiro and The Development of Geology Research

 in Modern Taiwan

Ou Su-ying*1

Abstract

Taiwan is located on the eastern edge of the Asian continent, 

The island's multiple faults and seismic topography have always been 

the focus of geological research such as neotectonic movements and 

geological disasters. The earliest geological survey in Taiwan can 

be traced back to the middle 19 century. Europeans and Americans 

started to conduct geology investigation in Taiwan because of its 

abundance of brimstones, coal deposits and alluvial golds, but were all 

just basic investigations. The modern geology research was founded 

by Hayasaka Ichiro at the Lecture of Geology, Faculty of Science and 

Agriculture, Taihoku (Taipei) Imperial University under Japanese 

colonization.

Hayasaka Ichiro(1891-1977) was born in Sendai and graduated 

from Tohoku Imperial University. He started to develop a series of 

scientific geology research including Cenozoic strata, paleontology, 

geochronic geology and geologic structure of Taiwan after being 

appointed as the professor of Lecture of Geology of Taipei Imperial 
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University in 1928. He also has been to Korea, Manchuria and China 

for geological investigation. His valuable research studies, especially 

in the field of paleontology of Taiwan, had been making significant 

contribution to geology research of the world. He also founded Taiwan 

General Geography Association which publish the Taiwan Tigaku 

Kizi magazine. Through his effort, the marine erosion rock arch, 

Hokutolite, Macaluba and Cross-Harbor shell fossil bed had been 

recognized as Natural Monument. During WWII, Hayasaka Ichiro 

and Japanese Government to concentrate on the research of South 

Asia for the needs of war time. Therefor his research has indisputable 

This article intends to explore the foundation and innovation 

of geology of Taiwan, analyzing the contribution and influence of  

Hayasaka Ichiro by focusing on his academic life and achievement 

and thus to understand the academic development of geology research 

in Taiwan.

. 

Keywords Taipei Imperial University, Faculty of Science and 
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