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The Reading Life of the Doctor: In the Case of Wu Xinrong’s 

Diaries

Cheng Cheng-Chen*1

Abstract

Although he is a doctor, Wu Xinrong was so enthusiasm in 

literature, wrote down a variety of poems and articles that published 

in newspapers and magazines. Besides, Wu wrote some books 

associated with himself, such as "Zhen Ying Interview", "Zhen Ying 

Wandering", and " Zhen Ying Memoirs". Wu was also the major editor 

of "Nanying Literature" and "Tainan County Chronicles". Because 

Wu created many literature works, Taiwan literature group had edited 

and published "Wu Xinrong Complete Works" and "Wu Xinrong 

Anthology". All literature materials of Wu was concerned, what the 

most was "Complete Works of Wu Xinrong Diaries."

The set of Wu diaries wrote down from 1933 to 1967, and 

became the important materials for studying Japanese occupation, 

post-war Taiwan and Tainan areas of social, economic, political, 

cultural, and medical activities. The published of Wu diaries was 

highly noticed by the academic, a lot of scholars used the text of 

diaries to study his leisure life, but neglected the reading one of him.
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This paper merely stressed on the book what Wu chosen, 

divided four sections to analysis “the source of books”, “the category 

of books”, “read mode and attitude” ,and “criticism of books”. The 

aim of this paper discussed the reading life of Wu himself, not only 

added the quantity of past research based on Wu's literature materials, 

Keywords Wu Xinrong, Diaries, Books, Reading, Criticism


