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 The Mountain Footpath, Motorway and Sights: the Landscape 

of the Environmental Geography in the Road of Bakei Section, 

Nantou, in Japanese Taiwan (1900 1940)

Cheng hsien Wu*1

Abstract

The Road of Bakei Section, also known as Puli（ ）-Musha（

）Highway, section of the Provincial Highway 14 in the present, 

is the passage between Puli and Musha. This thesis researches the 

historical periods and geographic segmentations of the Road of the 

Bakei Section, from Wukonglun（ ）of the old mountain pass 

in the Qing Dynasty, then in the Japanese rule period, extended to 

Shizutou（ ）and Benpuxi（ ）, stretched to the Bakei 

station（ ）of Renjhihguan（ ）

Musha. The Bakei Section started up as a mountain footpath, then, with 

of transportation, a handcar railway was added up. In the middle of 

Japanese rule, the section had been expanded into a motorway. The 

function of a road often evolved with the development of the industrial 

economy and the needs of social control. Textual analysis supports this 

thesis to rebuild the landscape of the environmental geography. The 



1900 1940

105

the history of the tour industry, economy development and aboriginal 

administration.
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