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From Continent to Taiwan: The Intertextuality among Record,

Ballad Sheet, Comedy, Puppetry Theatre

Chen, Long-ting*

Abstract

The ballad sheet (koa-a-chheh) ‘Unemployed Story’ (E# A
w1 ) printed in 1934. It adopted an ironic comedy to tell those terrible
experiences that a new immigrant changed his jobs and repeated again.
Pleasantly surprised, we had found the same story in a record printed
by Nitto that collection of National Museum of Taiwan History.
Moreover, I had discovered the comedy (chhio-khoe) of Li Chan-Seng

( 2387 ) and the puppetry theatre (po-té-hi) of Ng Chun-hidng ( &=
& [t ) that represented a similar situation and assimilated into their
own performance.

In my paper, we’ll center my discussion on differences
between writing text and oral text in order to understanding those
strange characters and accents. Secondly, we’ll analyze those parallel
performances and consider what meaning for oral practice. I'll
appropriate the concept of Jacques Derrida and Claude Lévi-Strauss
to touch the vitality of oral performance that seemed a game of
‘bricolage’.

Keywords - Record » Ballad Sheet » Comedy ° Puppetry Theatre °
Intertextuality.

*  Professor, Department of Taiwan Culture, Language and Literature, National Taiwan Normal University.
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