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Kaneko Masataro and Sugarcane Improvement of Taiwan

Wu Wen-hsing*

Abstract

This article provided a sketch of Kaneko Masataro’s career and
achievements during his service at the Sugar Industry Experimental Field of the
Japanese Government-General.

According to this study, Masataro’s major contribution was to cultivate new
species for sugarcane that replaced “Rose Bamboo”, which was previously
imported from abroad. This led to the beginning of the sugarcane improvement
in Taiwan. Under the leadership of Masataro, the Sugar Industry Experimental
Field continued to develop different new species that brought the sugarcane
production to reach new peaks from the 1920s to the early 1930s. F108, one of
the most widely grown sugarcane species in the 1930s, was in fact originated
from the experiment of Masataro in 1927. Masataro had dedicated himself to
Taiwan’s sugarcane agriculture for 30 years. His work “Agriculture of the

Sugarcane “ and many reports made a strong influence on Taiwan’s sugar
industry development. For this reason, Masataro was honored as “the father of

sugarcane improvement of Taiwan” after the World War Two.

Keywords: Kaneko Masataro, Sugarcane Improvement, Sugarcane Seedlings,
Sugar Industry Experimental Field.

Emeritus Professor,Department of History,National Taiwan Normal University.

130



