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The Archaeology Study of Tonggang Wangye Boat
and Conservation of Crafts of the Timber Shipbuilding

ShU‘hua C:hen>l< N Tung_yu Tsal*y

Abstract

The Han race conserved multivariate and marvelous Wangye boat worship
ceremonies at southwest coastal area on Taiwan and Penghu Islands. Especially,
Wangye boat group of Tonggang Tong Long Temple consists of near one hundred
of boat carpenters with 1930s Japanese wooden fishing boat building crafts. They
collaborate voluntarily to build up a Wangye boat with navigational ability in every
3 years. It had been form a tradition for 5 decades from 1973. By exploring the
development and chronicle of Tonggang Wangye boat. The affordable materials of
Wangye boat are transferred from paper and bamboo to cypress and willow during
1970s inflation period. These shipwrights are specialized with professional and
ancient marine architects. The dedications of Tonggang Wangye boat hold its
representation among Taiwanese Wangye boat worship ceremonies. Furthermore,
the prototype of Tonggang Wangye boat is from the Nanao boat of Shan Tou at
Guangdong. According two Qing dynasty paintings of the Tongan boat in National
Palace Museum,the Nanao boat at Tong Long Temple is similar with the Tongan
boat and maybe is a subtype of the Tongan boat. Hence,Tonggang Wangye boat
reserved features of the most famous three-masted-barque of Qing dynasty.
However timber barque is no longer used and manufactured,how to maintain these
shipwrights’” wooden shipbuilding crafts is an urgent issue. This study goes an
extra mile to discuss with these aged shipwrights about feasibility of how to pass
these shipbuilding crafts on next generation.

Keywords: Tonggang Wangye Inspection Ceremony,Wangye Boat,Ship Carpenter,
Nanao boat, Tongan boat
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