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A Discussion of temples pilgrimage in the Qing Dynasty by 
examining Local Gazetteer of Taiwan, Fujian & Guangdong 

Hsiao Shin-Hong*

Abstract
The main purpose of this article is to restore the reality of Taiwanese 

temples making pilgrimage in the Qing Dynasty by examining documents 
available. Judging from the current empirical evidence, short-term pilgrimage 
took place in Taiwan and part of southern Fujian Province to pay respect to 
various religious figures before the middle of the Qing Dynasty . 

Through the analysis of this article, there are empirical literatures on 
cutting fire and pigrimage in the Qing Dynasty, most of which were in the places 
where Minnan people (Zhang and Quan) lived. From the end of Kangxi to 
Qianlong, the pilgrimage in the temples of the original village (Quanzhou 
Prefecture, Zhangzhou Prefecture, and Xiamen Island) were those with low 
difficulty, short distance and short term, in order to obtain or share spiritual 
power. This custom has also been brought to some parts of Taiwan through 
immigration, and the cutting of fire and pigrimage really originated from 
southern Fujian. Due to the different terrain barriers and popular competition 
formats in various regions of Taiwan, the pigrimage may not be popular in 
various regions. Before the middle of the Qing Dynasty, temples in Fujian and 
eastern Guangdong were not popular to go to Meizhou for making a pilgrimage, 
so the custom of Taiwanese temples to go to Meizhou for making a pilgrimage 
did not necessarily come from southern Fujian.  
Keywords Pilgrimage , Cut Fire , Minnan , Meizhou , Mazu Belief  
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