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From Treatise on Litrerature to Cultural History:  
A Discussion of Compiling and its Contemporary Significance

Kuo, Chia-Ling*

Abstract
To form a culture of a country is from its historical humanities background. 

Therefore, a type or an outline of annals happened based on each situation and 
development in different timeframe, and took the nutrient of cultures and the 
achievements of predecessors. From the Qing Dynasty-ruled period, Taiwan 
inherited the tradition of Chinese editing local history in local history compilation 
project. The poetry record was relied on art articles of annals. It applied the 
traditional Treatise on Literature  mode to edit art articles. The mode was with 
the features of a platform of showing off local academic achievements, a carrier of 
recording local historical data, and a medium of expressing nostalgia. Afterwards, 
affected by the changes of trending and impact of time and space environment, 
compiling local history about art articles in all levels in Taiwan after War, started 
to separate gradually from the catalog of traditional Treatise on Literature  to 
the type of catalog of Cultural History .

Taiwan Historica issued A Discussion of Compiling , not only edited from 
the angle of national history, also collected related information about cultural 
administration, cultural business, cultural industry, literature and art from Taiwan, 
Penghu, Kinmen, and Matsu since 1945. This showed off the feature of Taiwan 
cultural development after War, and was with the time significances which were 
breaking away from the tradition of editing Treatise on Literature , first creating 

Cultural Industry  as a separated mode, and being the model of editing 
countries and cities histories.   
Keywords Treatise on Literature, Cultural History, A Discussion of Compiling
                                                       * Adjunct Assistant Professor, Collage of Humanity and General Education, National Taichung University of 
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