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Changhua Girls’ High School: The Cradle of Taiwan’s
women elites in Central Taiwan during the Japanese
Colonial Period School (1919-1945)

Li Chao-jung

Abstract

Changhua girls’ high school was founded in 1919, initial setting named
“Taiwan public Chunghua girls’ general school”, renamed “Taichung Prefecture
Changhua girls’ high school” in 1922. It was the girls’ high school for Taiwan’s
girls in the central part of Taiwan during the Japanese colonial period. Whenever
talked about Taiwan’s women elites, the majority graduated from Changhua girls’
high school. Its important position of education was obvious.

This article explore the founding history and the operating situation of
Changhua girls’ high school and found that its educational spirit has been with
modernity subject and showed colonial rule assimilated in civilization. The
excellent performance was physical education, and discipline had the deepest
influence to its students in virtue cultivation and interest development. However,
the colonial education revealed the Taiwan and Japan discrimination, and it
caused the students and parent revolt. There was more than half of graduate of
Changhua girls’ high school entered family life. If employed, the majority was
teacher. The majority graduate of studying in Japan was health care and
pharmaceutical industry. The culture of Changhua girls’ high school has become

the most distinguishing feature in its hundred-year history.

Keywords : Changhua Girls’ High School, Colonial Education, Secondary
Education, Modernity, Physical Education
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