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Discussion on Place Names of Taiwan by the Selden 

Map of China in Ming Dynasty- A case of Zhenlu 

interpretation

Shih, Ya-Hsuan *

Abstract

The "the Selden Map of China " is an ancient map of East Asia 

discovered in the Bodleian Library of Oxford University in the United 

Kingdom in 2008. Many scholars deduced that it should belong to the 

work of the late Ming Dynasty, because it has an image of Taiwan. , 

Which makes the two place names marked above-"Beigang " 

and "Galilin ", particularly attracting attention. This article 

will conduct relevant discussions through the interpretation of a series 

of documents.

Aiming at the multi-islandization of Taiwan’s ancient maps 

in Europe, the text is drawn using the discussion ancient maps. This 

article uses the needle path text to obtain. This article can obtain an 

explanation in line with the historical context through the acquisition 

of Zhenlu . The "Taiwan" in the " the Selden Map of China 

" is not a complete island, but a "small island". The corresponding 

version of " Xiaoliuqiu ", and the "Galilin " at the southern 

end is located in Kaohsiung and comes from the Chinese translation of 

* Associate Professor, Department of Geography, National Kaohsiung Normal University.
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the name of the " Taccariangh " tribe.

Keywords The Selden Map of China, Taiwan, Historical Geography, 

Place Name, Zhenlu
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