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1921-1942

The Firewood and Charcoal Industry of Kaohsiung 

State Between 1921-1942

Wu Ling-Ching *

Abstract

The development of Kaohsiung state was dominated by the 

construction of Kaohsiung Port during the Japanese colonial period. 

The construction of Kaohsiung Port promoted the Japanese and 

Taiwanese immigrants, and also brought many industrial prosperities. 

Accompanying the growth of Kaohsiung’s population and industries, 

use. This paper will focus on the development of firewood and 

charcoal in Kaohsiung state between 1921-1942.

the statistics of the Government of Taiwan, forestry statistics and 

related archives in Japanese Taiwan. Through the quantitative analysis 

of production and consumption, we can see the development of fuel 

industry in Kaohsiung state. And the different prices also show the 

places of origin in Kaohsiung district. Besides, the firewood and 

charcoal were also used in the processing industry and manufacturing, 

thereby reflected the development of Kaohsiung industry. According 

to preliminary analysis, the amount of firewood and charcoal in 

* Associate Professor. Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, Culture and Languages, National Kaosiung Normal 

University.
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or charcoal, there was an outside supply. In particular, charcoal was 

supplied from Hsinchu state. And, in Kaohsiung state’s production, 

participation was more than Japanese. In other words, Taiwanese were 

the protagonists of Kaohsiung state’s feul industry during the Japanese 

colonial period.

Keywords Firewood, Charcoal, Fuel, Qishan County, Hengchun  

County
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