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Industrial space research from the Sixth Naval 

Fuel Plant Headquarters to the Chinese Petroleum 

（1942-1954）

Lee Wen-Huan*

Abstract

April 1942, the Japanese Navy decided to build the Sixth Naval 

Fuel Plant in Taiwan, which was the origin of Taiwan's petrochemical 

industry. After world warII, Kaohsiung Main Factory of the Sixth 

Naval Fuel Plant was requisitioned as the Kaohsiung Refinery of 

CPC Corporation and had a monopoly petrochemical industry for 

many years in Taiwan. This paper analyzed the background of 

related historical development and transformation, and focus on the 

composition and changes of industrial space.

Sixth Naval Fuel Plant Headquarters is an important part of 

the large naval base of the Japanese Navy in Kaohsiung, which 

should have spatial composition between plant and naval port. The 

whole factory area was divided into three major spaces by roads and 

railway, including living, administrative and production space, not 

only complete but also structured space. After world warII, Kaohsiung 

Oil Refinery bea state-owned production institutiontions, and has 

also undergone critical changes in the industrial space. The first, 

* Professor, National Kaohsiung Normal University, Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, Culture and Languages.
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(1942-1954)

the Kaohsiung Oil Refinery and Zuoying Military Port broke away 

from production relations. Second, CPC Corporation set up a petrol 

station on the Kaohsiung port, and at the same time, a 15-kilometer 

oil pipeline is buried between the Kaohsiung Oil Refinery factory 

and Kaohsiung Port, since then, the industrial spatial structure of 

structured. In the future, oil products have been transported underneath 

the north and south of Kaohsiung for a long time.

Keywords Sixth Naval Fuel Plant, Japanese Navy, Kaohsiung Oil 

Refinery, Chinese Petroleum Corporation, Housing, 

Space Culture
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