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Houses at Zuoying

Der-Tzong Liaw *

Chin-Hui Hung**

Abstract

During the Japanese colonial period, there were about 200 

Fujian-style old houses in Zuoying. After a century of urbanization, 

new road constructions, and decaying, only about 100 old houses 

remain, and 65 of which have gate signs. The old houses usually have 

gate signs that are district names （“tang hao”）, such as Yingchuan 

for the Chens, Xihe for the Lins, Baoshu for the Xies, Jiangxia for 

the Huangs, to reference their ancestral origins. However, as of 2020, 

there are also 39 remaining old houses in Zuoying, built in the Qing 

Dynasty, Japanese colonial era, and the postwar years, which have 

Kui （Top Plum）, Hong Xi （Great Happiness）, Ji Shan Jia （House 

of Goodness）, and Qing You Yu （Celebration of Bounty）. 

The old houses that have Mei Kui gate signs are located in the 

jurisdiction of Fengshan County in the Qing Dynasty, which is the 

area including today’s Luzhu District （to the North） and Zhiguan 

District （to the West） of Kaohsiung City, and Wanruan Village of （to 

* General Manager, Royalmap Technology Inc.

** Secretary & History Teacher, Kaohsiung Municipal Tsoying Senior High School.
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the East） and Jiadong Village （to the South） of Pingdong County. 

Houses with Hong Xi gate signs are also primarily located in Fengshan 

County, with a few in Tainan City. Those houses with specific gate 

signs that are not district names concentrate in Zuoying, and the gate 

signs there are most diverse and numerous. However, none of the 

signs, nor do the families that own the houses know much about them. 

Whether these gate signs—Mei Kui, Hong Xi, Ji Shan Jia, and Qing 

the subject of our investigation.

Keywords District Names, Gate Signs, Mei Kui , Hong Xi , Ji Shan 

Jia
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