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Lin Chih-sen’s Oral Interview:

On His Works of Water Pollution Control in Taiwan

Hua-pi Tseng *

Abstract

Lin Chih-sen was one of the environmental bureaucrats in the 

Industrial Development Bureau under the Ministry of Economic 

Affairs to handle water pollution problems. He cooperated closely with 

the Director of Taiwan Provincial Water Pollution Control Institute, 

Lee Chin-dee. Both Lin, representing the central government, and Lee, 

the provincial government, together dealt with water pollution issues 

due to the promotion of industrialization in 1970’s Taiwan. 

Lin’s oral interviews contains two major points. Firstly, he 

explained how the government executed regulations and works on 

water pollution control caused by the industrialization before and 

after the establishment of Taiwan Provincial Water Pollution Control 

Institute under the Construction Department. Secondly, highlights two 

incidents of water pollution, one in the northern Taiwan in 1970s and 

another the south in 1980s. Those two incidents drove the government 

to pass ‘Drinking Water Management Act’ and ‘Public Nuisance 

Dispute Mediation Act’ correspondingly.

The most significant contribution of Lin’s oral statement to 

* Professor Emeritus, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University.
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the environmental history is his participation in the “pollution and 

compensation” negotiations of the Lin-Yuan Incident in 1988. Lin 

eventually terminate the crisis of the conflict. He also clarified that 

the huge amount of compensation was paid by the donations of local 

factories in Lin Yuan Industrial Park, not the government. Lin’s 

interview provided us new references of the history of the Incident.

Keywords “Taiwan Provincial Water Pollution Control Institute 

under the Construction Department”, Industrial 

Pollution, Taiwan History, Environmental History, Lin-

Yuan Incident
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