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Another Kind of “authenticity” in the Archives:
The Litigation Cases about “Feng-shui” in the Tan-
hsin Archives during the Qing Period

Chien-jung Hung *
Abstract

This paper tries to explore all kinds of legal cases involving
“feng-shui” in the Tan-hsin Archives from the perspective of cultural
history or mental history, examines the feng-shui consciousness
and taboo concept revealed in the text of these cases, interprets the
narrative logic and discourse strategy through the value thinking of
feng-shui culture, and hopes to grasp another kind of “authenticity” in
the litigation statements and trial procedure. The full text first refers
to the classification system by Prof. Dai Yanhui, sorts out the types
of litigious cases about feng-shui groves, and analyzes the causes
of each cases. Secondly, through the statements of the plaintiffs and
defendants in these feng-shui cases, we try to analyze the value toward
the traditional feng-shui shelter belief and the taboo of graves in civil
society, and to see that has been made a trigger for social conflicts and
a tool for the random use of interested persons, thus demonstrating
their operability in the particular discourses. Moreover, by the trial

procedure of the yamen at that time, the approval opinions of the

*  Professor, Department of History, National Taipei University. Also Server as director of Center Haishan Research.
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principal officials and the relevant contents of the prohibition of the
government law, we try to examine the attitude of treatment of the
ruling class when the feng-shui disputes from the scope of the private
sector into the administrative system of the government judicial
space. Finally, through the analysis of these cases, it undoubtedly
also provides us with a mirror to see through the feng-shui cultural

characteristics and their interaction with social groups.

Keywords : Geomancy, Grave, Dragon Vein, Migration Society,

Collective Consciousness
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