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The Image Analysis on Matsuyama's Yilan Temple

Huang Wen-Hann*

Abstract

With the start of the Marco Polo Bridge Incident, Taiwan, as 

a Japanese colony, ushered in an assimilation policy of imperialism. 

In terms of religion and folklore, the government had ever required 

people to abandon their traditional beliefs, completely erased their 

identity with China, and eliminated Taiwan's local consciousness. 

However, there is still a different voice on the island. The editors and 

authors of " Minzoku Taiwan ", have dedicated to record the history 

by images or words.

Different from the previous shots of propaganda, conquest, 

and plunder, Matsuyama always focused on religion, cultural relics, 

buildings and appliances, respecting local customs and habits, and 

made an effort to protect folk cultural assets. In other words, he did 

not shoot local images for the purpose of seizing resources. On the 

contrary, he even hoped to protect and continue them.

Based on the travel report of “Minzoku Taiwan”, this study 

will explore Matsuyama's motives for visiting Yilan and try to draw 

a route map. Then, using the information from the image, this study 

will shed light on the relevant clues, including references, newspapers, 

* Adjunct Assistant Professor, General Education Center, National Yilan University & Hungkuo Delin University of 

Technology.
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and oral history. Trying to analyze the date and location of these Yilan 

photographs. This study will examine the historical background of the 

time and summarize the values of these nearly a hundred photograhps 

of Matsuyama Kenzo in Yilan.

Keywords The Lugou Bridge Incident, The Kominka Movement, 

“Minzoku Taiwan”, Matsuyama Kenzo, Yilan
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