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“Pointing out Contemporary Problems” and
“Inflaming the Public” : The Form and Significance
of Yu Fu’s (f4°K) Caricatures “TaipeieChina”
and “Zizhi Tongjian by Yu Fu”

Wong Ji-An *
Abstract

On the development of caricatures (especially on political issues)
before and after the Martial Law Period in Taiwan, Yu Fu, who’s real
name is Kui-you Lin, is an iconic cartoonist of the time. This article
aims on investigating the form and significance of caricature after
lifting of martial law, by citing his works “Taipei*China” and “Zizhi
Tongjian by Yu Fu”.

Besides the attempt to understanding his genre, the difference of
caricatures before and after the Martial Law Period in Taiwan will be
discussed from Yu Fu’s perspective. This helps to have a general idea
on the evolution of caricature of that time.

Through analyzing his works “Taipei*China” and “Zizhi
Tongjian by Yu Fu”, it can be found that the fundamental of Yu Fu’s
caricatures are “pointing out problems” and “inflaming the public”. He
emphasizes on prompt responses to current events or issues meanwhile

conveys his own viewpoint through his works. The expression and

*  Assistant Professor, Department of History, National Chi Nan University.
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styles of Yu Fu’s comics evolve over time. The images and texts in
his works have different roles however integrate into harmony. He
resonates the readers with images and criticizes the society with texts.
Under an atmosphere of humor and sarcasms, Yu Fu expects his
works to impact the public rationally and emotionally. By studying
his comics published on daily newspaper, it provides plenty of crucial
evidence to comprehend the contemporary historical issues and

political climate for the later.

Keywords : Political Comic, Yu Fu, Taipei China, Zizhi Tongjian by
Yu Fu
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