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Bangka Kinmen Hall and the Local Society—The 

Oral History of Mrs. Kao Ching-Mei

Kuan-chieh Tseng *

Abstract

Bangka Kinmen Hall is a local temple with a long-standing 

history. Although there has been many field surveys and research 

projects on it in academia, most of them lay stress on the early history 

of its construction or related religious beliefs. This oral history 

interview blazes a trail by emphasizing the lived experiences of the 

interviewee, Mrs. Kao Ching-Mei (1944-), who is the current manager 

of the Kinman Hall. With the interview, this paper introduces the 

relationships between the Kinmen Hall and the local society, especially 

with surrounding people including devotees, God’s devotees’ clubs, 

and traditional music troupes, as well as the interaction with peripheral 

shops, such as pastry shops, embroidery stores, and incense shops. 

Hopefully, in so doing, oral history interviews can become the 

fundamental work to construct local historical studies. Moreover, this 

paper retains the personal experiences and emotional expressions of 

Mrs. Kao to convey women’s feelings.

Keywords Bangka Kinmen Hall, Kao Ching-Mei, Women’s Oral 

History, Local Society, Jinfuxing Society

*
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