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Lee Chin-dee’s Oral Interview: On the Planning
and Executing Water Pollution Affairs in Taiwan

Hua-Pi, Tseng *
Abstract

In 1975, Taiwan Provincial Government founded the “Water
Pollution Control Institute” under the governance of the Construction
Department of Taiwan Province. The aim to establish the Institute was
to manage water pollution due to the launch of the industrialization
in 1970 in Taiwan. Lee Chin-dee was appointed the Director of the
Institute and was off duty in 1983 when the Institute was merged into
Taiwan Provincial Environmental Protection Bureau.

Lee reviewed the background that Taiwan had to set up the
Institute. He was responsible to regulate the rules of the Institute which
referred mostly to the American system. He projected the targets to
control water pollution, including to monitor the quality of river water,
to supervise wastewater produced by factories, paper mills and pig
farms, and to solve the heavy metal pollution. He also analyzed why it
was slow in developing the sewer system.

Readers may find out some points in Lee’s oral interview.
Firstly, it showed that the efforts both from the central and provincial

governments cooperated and functioned well. Secondly, based on

*  Professor Emeritus, National Yamg-Ming Chiao-Tung University.
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his own experiences in serving the government for about thirty
years, Lee indicated the important role bureaucrats had played in
the environmental agenda. Thirdly, the environmental history on
water pollution and control in 1970s’ and early 1980s’ Taiwan was
formulated through his oral memoir, which might be beneficial to

future investigations.

Keywords : Taiwan Provincial Water Pollution Control Institute,
Water Pollution, Environmental Bureaucrats, Taiwan

Environmental History, Lee Chin-dee
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