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The peace convention: A discussion on the meeting
place of Thomas Barclay and Nogi Maresuke

Tai Wen-Feng * Tseng Kuo-Dong **
Abstract

Japan started to take over Taiwan and build colony in 1895.
Japan army gathered and planned to attack Tainan city on October
23. On the night of Oct 19, Tainan city General Liu Yu-fu gave up
resistance and retreated to Hsia-men. The Tainan people felt panic
and asked foreign priest to make peace convention with Japan army.
Priest Thomas Barclay and Duncan Ferguson and 21 people went to
negotiate with Japan Army Commander Nogi Maresuke on the night
of Oct 20.

The event is very critical in Taiwan history. The event
happended in two villages which are opposite the Er-tsu-hai river :
Tai-ye and Er-tsu-hai. In many stduies said Barclay and Nogi met in
Er-tsu-hai village. But we don't think so.

In this study, Priest Barclay and Ferguson met Japan vanguard
commander, Major-General Yamaguchi Motomi in Er-tsu-hai Village.
They met Japan army 2nd Division commander, Lieutenant General
Nogi Maresuke in Su Yin-yuan house, Tai-ye Village. They made
peace convention here.

Keywords : Thomas Barclay, Nogi Maresuke, Japanese invasion of
Taiwan, Tai-ye Village, Er-tsu-hai Village

*  Professor , Department of Culture and National Resources; Director, The Center of Tainan research. National Tainan
University.

*  Chairman, Tainan Cultural Heritage Preservation Association.
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