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The Planning and Reflections on the Founding of
the National Parks in 20-century Taiwan: An Oral
History of Lung-sheng Chang

Hua-pi Tseng *
Abstract

Lung-sheng Chang (1940-2021) had played an important role
in the establishment of Taiwan national parks in the 1980s. Before
the lift of the Martial Law in 1987, four national parks, named
Kenting, Yusan, Yangmingshan, and Taroko, were founded under the
authorization of the Construction and Planning Agency, Ministry of
the Interior in Taiwan. Lung-sheng Chang, who was simultaneously
the Chief of the Agency, was appointed to regulate and conduct the
setup project of national parks.

In light of his oral statements, we can find that Chang interpreted
the processes of the establishments of those four national parks,
analyzed the disputes between governmental organizations, and
explained the challenges and difficulties he had confronted during that
period. With great disappointment and regret, he assessed the factors
led to the failure result of the setup plan of “Lanyu National Park”. In
addition, Chang evaluated the contributions of particular bureaucrats

in the processes of founding Taiwan national parks before and during
the 1980s.

*  Professor Emeritus , National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University.
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Chang’s statements on the figures and the events concerning
the establishment of Taiwan national parks leave us clues for further
researches on the topic of conservation in the field of Taiwan

environmental history.

Keywords : Lung-Sheng Chang, National Park, 1980s, Environmental
History, Taiwan
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