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The Politics of Memory in the Founding of the
Monument of Victory in the War of Resistance
against Japan and the Retrocession of Taiwan

Pan, Tsung-yi *
Abstract

In 2015, the government of the Republic of China held various
events to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the end of the
Second World War and the retrocession of Taiwan. But these events
only resulted in memory wars among diverse ethnic groups. These
included such several controversial issues as the significance of the
Second World War, how to commemorate the Second War, whose war
experiences were to be remembered as well as whether the recession
of Taiwan or the end of the Second War was to be memorialized.
However, the memory wars around the Second World War already
took place in 1995, the 50th anniversary of the end of the Second
World War and the retrocession of Taiwan, when the government of
the Republic of China proposed to build the Monument of Victory in
the War of Resistance against Japan and the Retrocession of Taiwan.

It took four years or so to finish building the Monument. During
the process, there arose some serious debates among different ethnic
groups in society. Only one month after Pei-Tsun Hau proposed to
build the Monument in the Central Standing Committee of KMT on

% Associate Professor, Department of History, National Dong-hwa University.
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July 5, 1995, the government already set up a construction committee
to carry out the building project, and the design of the Monument came
out as early as in April of 1996. But it was not until three and a half
years later that the Monument was completed in the front square of the
Sun Yet-sen Memorial Hall in Taipei. Moreover, the Monument does
not bear any inscription to commemorate the two defining moments in
the history of the Republic of China and Taiwan. A national monument
only brought more memory wars to come.

Why did the KMT regime in Taiwan wait so long to propose
building a national monument to commemorate the war against with
Japan and the retrocession of Taiwan in the 50th anniversary of the
end of the World War 11? Why has the front square of the Sun Yet-
sen Memorial Hall been chosen to be the place of installing the
Monument? Why did it take almost four years to see the Monument
built? Why did the Monument not carry any inscription in its final
form?

In order to answer these questions, this article aims to explore
the process in which the construction project of the Monument was
implemented based on a close reading of national archives, official
document, newspapers, and previous scholarship. Furthermore,
it analyzes such issues as the motivation, naming, and the place
around the Monument by locating these issues in the larger context
of democratization and the Taiwanization of memory culture in the
1990s. This article argues that we can only understand memory wars

from the perspective of the politics of memory making, which was
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related to the different war experiences of diverse ethnic groups in
Taiwan, in the 1990s. Eventually, the Monument itself constitutes the
cultural memory medium of the memory wars about war memories in

the post-war Taiwan.

Keywords : War of Resistance against Japan, Retrocession of Taiwan,

Monument, Memory Politics
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