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Chen Meng-Ling’s Ideal and the Statecraft Issues
in Early Eighteenth-Century Taiwan

Yu-Wei Huang *
Abstract

In 1716, Chen Meng-Ling (224K ) , a famous Fujian scholar,
proposed the establishment of a new county in the northern Taiwan
when he was hired to compile the gazette of Chu Luo County ( 5%E8% ) .
Owning to this matter, Chen’s approach is regarded as the beginning
of administrative divisions’ reforming in the early eighteenth-century
Taiwan. From the perspective of development history, the addition
of counties seems to be a natural result, but the struggle between
ideal statecraft and political reality involved in local governance was
simplified under the specific context. This article takes a different view
since the Taiwan local officials had already noticed the deficiencies
of administrative divisions in 1684, and thus developed a policy
discourse that mainly focused on the garrisons. In the 1710s, the new
local officials turned to consider decreasing the size of administrative
divisions. On the other hand, Chen's proposal of establishing new
counties became the third resolution under this context of local
governance.

Keywords : Great Clarence, Ordering The World, Administrative
Divisions, Social Network, Taiwan History During The
Qing Dynasty
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