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The Evolution of Administrative Divisions in Yunlin
Area and the Comparison of the Two County
Establishments

Ruu-shiuvan Chi * ~ Shih-rong Hsu **
Abstract

In 1887, the Qing government established Yunlin County,
Taiwan Prefecture, as a county-level administrative division. Before
this, the unearthed archaeological data showed that there were human
activities in this land as early as the Paleolithic period. During the
Nederlanders colonial period (1624-1662), the scope and influence of
the Nederlanders gradually expanded outwards from Tainan. Ethnic
activities in the Yunlin area also emerged and were documented in
historical data. In 1885, the Qing government appointed Liu Ming-
Chuan as the first governor of Taiwan to promote matters related to the
establishment of Taiwan province. In order to effectively link political
power to various regions and adjust Taiwan's administrative divisions,
Yunlin County, Taiwan Prefecture, was established during this stage
of adjustments, covering the entire area of the Yunlin County today
and the southwestern part of Nantou County after undergoing county
relocation twice. Until the Japanese Colonial Period (1895-1945),

*  Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Regional and social Development, National Taichung University of
Education.

**  Corresponding author, Associate Professor, Department of Regional and social Development, National Taichung
University of Education.
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Yunlin was no longer used as a name for administrative division and
was further divided under the jurisdiction of neighboring counties or
departments. It was not until 1950 that the government of the Republic
of China re-established Yunlin County after the war. The establishment
of the new Yunlin County took various factors into consideration,
including geography, history, culture, transportation, economy, etc.
which was slightly different from the scope of Yunlin County set up by

the Qing government.

Keywords * Favorlang, Douliu, Local Administrative Division
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